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Juana Silvia Torrez Oral History
By
Samantha Torrez
Spring 2010
Ms. Maria Lagorio
St. Joseph Catholic School, Edinburg, Texas, 7th Grade
Porcion & Oral History Project
University of Texas Pan American
Community Historical Archeology Program
for the Schools (CHAPS)
April 20, 2010
Oral History Assignment
Interviewer: Samantha Torrez
Interviewee: Juana Torrez (interviewer’s grandmother)

Q: Where and when were you born?
A: I was born on May 27, 1948 in Matamoros, Mexico.
Q: Did you have a big family?
A: Yes, there were 7 kids 6 boys and I was the only girl.
Q: Where you the oldest of the family?
A: No I was the 4th child.
Q: What were your parents like?
A: Well my dad was strict to all of us and my mom really wasn’t she would just like for
me to help her.
Q: Did you get along with you siblings?
A: Well two of my brothers would always fight but to the rest of us we would all get
along just fine.
Q: What languages were spoken at home?
A: We just spoke Spanish until we learned some English.
Q: Were any of you guys bi/multilingual?
A: Yes just English and Spanish.
Q: What stories did you hear about you parents, grandparents, and other ancestors?
A: When my mom was growing up there were just girls. That a man would come into
there house and steal money so her father would tell them all to go to the attic and wait
for the man to leave and they were not to say a word until the man had left. My dad’s
father lived to he was 101 years old and my dad said he was a very hard worker.
Q: Did your ancestors immigrate? If they did to/from where and when?
A: They moved from Michigan to Matamoros and my grandpa and dad would both work
on the railroads in about 1942.
Q: What was a typical day when you were my age?

A: Well I only went to school up to 3rd grade. So at your age I would help my mom a lot
with washing and cleaning. While my mom and my dad were working I would take care
of my younger brothers.
Q: What were your hobbies did you watch TV much?
A: My favorite thing to do was listening to the radio everyday I would love to a show. I
really didn’t watch TV we didn’t have one I would listen to the radio.
Q: How old were you when you got married? How did you meet your spouse? Did you
have children if so how many?
A: I was 18 years old when I got married at Santa Anna Ranch in Mexico. I had 8 kids 2
girls and 6 boys.
Q: What historical events had a strong influence on your life? How did they affect your
life?
A: We had no light we used lamps. My husband and I moved to the U.S. in 1961 to live
with one of my brothers in San Juan. It was hard because we knew no English.
Q: What types of food did you eat growing up? Did you grow your food at home? Who
did most of the cooking?
A: I would eat cactus, beans, rice, bread, tortillas and eggs. Most of the food we did
grow. We didn’t have any sodas we would only drink water and milk. My mom would do
most of the cooking but I would help her when I was your age. But then when I was 15
my dad got real sick so my mom had to work to support us. So I took over the house
chores. I had to cook, clean, wash clothing and feed my brothers and take care of the
younger ones.
Q: Have you moved throughout your life? How has the town you lived in then changed
now?
A: In 1967 we moved to the U.S. we lived in San Juan for a while then we moved to
Lubbock and stayed for a while also. We also moved to California and lived there. It was
about 1978 when my husband died then I moved back to Texas with my 8 children to live
in Edinburg. Yes the place I used to live before has changed a lot over the years.
Q: Describe the history of the property you live now. Have you ever found fossils or
arrow heads on it? Did your relatives get a land grant from the King of Spain or the
Republic Mexico?
A: I bought my own property in Pharr when I had the money. No I have never found any
fossils or arrow heads on my property.
Q: What kind of technology did you have growing up?
A: Well we didn’t have any of the things we have now. We had a well for water, lamps
for lights we had a wagon that was pulled by a horse, mules or cows to take us places and
we only had a radio.
Q: How did transportation change?
A: Well it changes very different back then there weren’t many cars driving around like
you see now.
Q: How about technology?
A: Oh that changed very much I didn’t have a TV growing up nor a computer or a laptop.
Q: Did medicine improve?
A: Yes it did now there are more medicine that are used to cure people.

